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April, 2008
In the Newsletter:

1News in brief:


4Concept for development of cultural sphere in Petrozavodsk for 2009-2015


5International relations in Petrozavodsk in 2007




Coming up: 

Petrozavodsk, May 22-23 
International seminar “Social service on both sides of the border” will discuss the issues of family work and role of business community in social service. Details: http://portal.petrozavodsk-mo.ru/eng/people/events/ne.htm?id=10220090@cmsArticle 
Petrozavodsk, May 29-30

VI International conference “e-Petrozavodsk” 
For details please contact erd@petrozavodsk-mo.ru 

Petrozavodsk, June 28

The City Day. City’s 305-years anniversary. 
Petrozavodsk, June 24-30

International congress of Physical and Health Education Teachers. Details: http://portal.petrozavodsk-mo.ru/eng/people/events/ne.htm?id=10216608@cmsArticle 

Petrozavodsk, July, 7-8

Seminar on development of yachting sports infrastructure in Karelia  

For details please contact erd@petrozavodsk-mo.ru 

News in brief:
January, 9 Public hearings on building shopping and entertainment center were held in Petrozavodsk City Administration. About 400 people participated in public hearings.


According to the existing plans, the new center will occupy floor space of 40 thousand square meters and host leading companies of the Russian retail business (“7th Continent”, “Everything for home”, “M-video”, “Sportmaster”), 4 cinema halls, leisure park for children from 2 to 16 years old, restaurants and fast food cafes.

January, 13 – presentation of the book «Petrozavodsk-Duluth: 20 Years as Sister-Cities» took place in Duluth. New Duluth mayor, Don Ness, who entered the office on 7th January 2008, made a welcome speech. Event gathered many participants of joint projects with Petrozavodsk. Former mayors of Duluth - John Fedo, who signed Twinning Agreement in 1987 and Gary Doty, who initiated the project “Aunties and uncles” project, supporting orphans from Petrozavodsk, also attended the presentation. 

January, 14. Despite the decrease of customers’ demand for residential space, observed in 2007, 20 apartment blocks and 70 individual houses were set into operation in Petrozavodsk. According to Vyacheslav Chinenov, deputy director of Department on architecture and city planning, a threefold increase (compared to the level of 2006) is due to reasonable prices and comfortable housing. Works on development of the Onega embankment and preparation of sites for housing construction in a new city district Drevlanka will continue in 2008.

January, 31 Round-table «Issues of small and medium enterprises’ development» was organized on the basis of recreational center “Urozero”. The seminar was initiated by Petrozavodsk City Administration and Karelian regional institute of management, economy and law in the framework of municipal programme “Development and municipal support to small business in Petrozavodsk in 2006-2008”. Trends and perspectives of entrepreneurship in Petrozavodsk, problems of legislative support of SME development were discussed at the seminar. 

February, 6-29: exhibition of Lithuanian artists was organized in the City Exhibition Hall in the framework of traditional Winter festival “Hyperborea”.  Painting, graphics, computer graphics and wooden sculpture were displayed at the exhibition, organized by the efforts of Petrozavodsk City Administration and the City of Alytus (Lithuania).

February, 6 Results of the first international sociological survey “Image of Petrozavodsk in Joensuu Region” were presented in Petrozavodsk City Administration. The study was implemented in the framework of the project “Petrozavodsk-Joensuu: cities on the move”. 150 inhabitants and 80 experts from Joensuu region were interviewed. Among the most interesting results, revealed by the study, are:

- despite city’s proximity to Joensuu, Petrozavodsk is lagging behind Saint-Petersburg, Moscow and Vyborg in terms of tourist attractiveness;

- friendliness and hospitality of local citizens and interesting historic places were regarded as the most attractive features of Petrozavodsk. 

- the weakest points were gained by security level, availability of accommodation services and ability to communicate in English or Finnish;

- those having visited Petrozavodsk several times get a more positive image than those who visited the city only once;

- existing and perspective professional contacts with Petrozavodsk are rated more positively than  the city’s tourist attractiveness;

- Petrozavodsk is considered by Joensuu experts as the leader among Russian cities in existing and future projects;

- business contacts were emphasized by the majority of experts as the most important in bilateral relations;

- the most perspective fields for business cooperation are tourism, metal industry and machine building. 

February, 16 The spectacular closing ceremony of IX International Ice and Snow contest was held  in the framework of International winter festival “Hyperborea”. Teams from Finland, Germany, Lithuania and Russian regions participated in this contest. Add photo
February, 18 Arkadiy Rutgaizer, chief physician of the City polyclinic № 2, presented a report at the city planning session on development of rehabilitation medicine in Petrozavodsk. Center of rehabilitation treatment for cardiological, traumatological and neurological patients on the basis of polyclinic № 2 has been operating during the last few years. 

The first cabinet for social rehabilitation of patients with orthopedic injuries was opened in the Center, assisting the patients in acquiring independent living skills. The Center set up a web-site and forum that gives an opportunity for a feedback. 2008 Plans for specialists in the sphere of rehabilitation include introduction into the rules of adjusting living conditions of disabled people, i.a. alteration, installation of aids and walk-ways at the entrances. The financing tools for such activities are currently under elaboration. 

February, 28 Modern diagnostic equipment for the amount of over 100 ml rubles have been delivered to the City Emergency Hospital, becoming one of the largest investments into the Karelian health care system over the past years. The hospital received  computer tomography for operative treatment of patients with traumatic brain injuries and magnetic resonance tomography for high-accuracy diagnostics of spine and brain. 
March, 19 Three research studies have been presented at a round table at the City Hall, devoted to the SME development: 1) Cooperation potential of Finnish regional development agencies with the future Petrozavodsk Development Agency (Research center Spatia, Joensuu); 2) Research of the market of consulting services and business support activities in Petrozavodsk (Karelian Research Center RAS); 3) Assessment of the situation and research of the needs of small and medium-sized business in the City of Petrozavodsk and Republic of Karelia. Analysis of administrative barriers (Karelian Research Center RAS). 

All the three studies have been performed within the project “Cities on the Move: Petrozavodsk and Joensuu” and aim at creating a research and operational background for establishing Petrozavodsk Development Agency.  

March, 27-29 Theatre for disabled young people from Petrozavodsk “Rostok” took part in the international festival of youth theatres for disabled people, taking place in Alytus, Lithuania, exchanging experience in the area of rehabilitation methods thru stage performances. 

April, 17-18 Seminar “New quality and standards of services” was organized by Petrozavodsk City Administration for professionals from the sphere of tourist business, transport sphere, hotel and restaurant business. 

April, 24 A delegation of Consulate General of Estonia in St. Petersburg, headed by the Consul General Mrs. Kristen Lahtein met with the Mayor of Petrozavodsk, discussing issues of promoting economic and cultural cooperation. 
Concept for development of cultural sphere in Petrozavodsk for 2009-2015 was discussed at the meeting of the City Advisory Board on February 19th.


According to Sergey Soloviev, head of Directorate on Culture of Petrozavodsk City Administration, the Concept provides for increase of cultural, moral and spiritual levels of citizens as well as improvement of Petrozavodsk’s tourist and business attractiveness.  The concept aims at creating conditions for availability of cultural property for everyone and engaging inhabitants in the cultural activities of the city. 


Taking into account geopolitical location, social and economic conditions and cultural potential of the city, the concept corresponds to the State Strategy on Cultural Development adopted as a part of the Federal target program «Russian culture (2006-2010)» and regional target program “Development of cultural sphere in the Republic of Karelia until 2012”.


Consequently, the Concept became a component in the municipal target program «Development of cultural sphere in Petrozavodsk for 2006-2008».


Survey of cultural institutions' activities over the period of 2004 -2007 demonstrate the rise in popularity of such projects as International winter festival «Hyperborea», International summer landscape festival «Unison of the white nights» both among inhabitants and city guests. Another important observation was the growth of citizens’ own initiatives in the sphere of culture and their active use of on-line services rendered by the cultural organizations.


Petrozavodsk has a developed network of state cultural and art institutions, as well as solid cooperation experience with municipal and republican cultural institutions. One should also emphasize high skills level of personnel and positive interaction with NGOs. Several producer firms operate in Petrozavodsk. Besides, a methodology has been created for organization of  various international and interregional festivals. 


The main problem of today, however, is the gap between existing approaches to organization of cultural activities and changing features of city's society. Among other significant obstacles are: lack of monitoring of new social needs; absence of clear strategic priorities, recognized by the leaders of the cultural sphere; lack of financial support of municipal sector of culture; low level of investment attractiveness. 


The main aims of the cultural policy for 2009-2015 include introduction of new management forms, development of creative cultural environment, support to citizens’ cultural initiatives, encouraging creation of advanced cultural products and establishing effective system of promotion of cultural products into the city environment and abroad. 


Directorate on Culture of Petrozavodsk City Administration plans to announce calls for the municipal grants and involve new participants by means of prioritizing partnership projects. Besides the Directorate plans to work out a program on development municipal cultural institutions on the basis of result-oriented budgeting method. 


Concept’s agenda also includes the following directions of work: 

· employing more young specialists at municipal cultural institutions

· marketing research study on the cultural demands of the citizens

· creation of experimental on-line cultural products, development of on-line services and family forms of spending leisure time 

· development of large urban cultural projects, including their positioning as objects of event-based tourism 


Specialists of Directorate on Culture continue work on wide press coverage of cultural city life, development of partnership relations with mass media, activation of discussion on cultural issues, training of specialists, preparation of new presentational materials about Petrozavodsk culture and inclusion of cultural organizations in all-Russian activities. 


According to Sergey Soloviev, implementation of the concept will allow not only to increase the cultural level of citizens and decrease asocial behavior, but also strengthen Petrozavodsk’s status as of intensively developing city in Russia and Europe.  

***********************************************************************************

International relations in Petrozavodsk in 2007
Natalya Lavrushina, head of External Relations Department of Petrozavodsk City Administration, presented a report on development of international contacts of the Karelian capital in 2007 and plans for 2008 at a regular city planning session in January. 

The main targets of the department’s work are strategic and informational activities on promoting Petrozavodsk abroad, seeking for partners and international financial sources for development projects, cooperation with international organizations and foreign representatives, development of twinning and interregional contacts. 

In 2007 Petrozavodsk hosted a number of remarkable international events:

· Specialists in the sphere of architecture and city planning from Russian regions and sister-cities Tübingen, Joensuu, Umeå and Duluth visited Petrozavodsk on the occasion of the first international conference “Contemporary city planning trends” in September. 

· Traditional conference “International contacts of municipalities” for the third time gathered representatives of sister-cities (La Rochelle, Tübingen, Joensuu), representatives of international programmes, funds and nongovernmental organizations, Consulates General of Finland and Lithuania in Saint-Petersburg, as well as Russian specialists in the sphere of international relations. 

· Seminar “From diplomatic relations to peoples' diplomacy ” took place in April and Days of American Culture were arranged in September under the auspices of Consulate General of USA in Saint-Petersburg. 

· Traditional Days of German Cinema were held with support of Goethe Institute in Saint-Petersburg.  

· During 2007 nine delegations, representing embassies and consulates generals in the Russian Federation paid official visits to Petrozavodsk. 

· Program of Petrozavodsk City Days included visits of delegations, art groups and youth teams from 5 sister-cities – Duluth, Tübingen, Varkaus, La Rochelle and Joensuu. 

   
Experience of Petrozavodsk’s international contacts was presented at the international forums: III Congress of sister-cities of Russia and Finland and IX Forum of cities-partners of Russia and Germany. 

Petrozavodsk City administration continues work on 5 international projects with foreign partners. In particular, longstanding cooperation with Joensuu (Finland) has been supported by the two new projects of Euregion Karelia Neighborhood program: “Youth House Karelia” and  “Petrozavodsk-Joensuu: cities on the move” (Regional marketing, strategic planning and business counseling in the cities of Joensuu and Petrozavodsk). In the framework of the last project two unique sociological surveys “Image of Joensuu in Petrozavodsk” and “Image of Petrozavodsk in Joensuu” have been conducted.

November 2007 cities of Petrozavodsk and Alytus (Lithuania) signed Memorandum of understanding, formally establishing contacts started in 2003. The year 2007 became anniversary in relations of Petrozavodsk and Duluth (USA, Minnesota). The main event of previous summer was international project “Lodki (Boats)”- a 10-days joint camp on constructing canoe. Presentation of the book “Petrozavodsk-Duluth: 20 Years As Sister-Cities” took place in September 2007 during the official visit of Duluth delegation. The book is based on memories of active participants of twinning projects from both cities. 


Organization of “Karelian square” in Tübingen gave an opportunity to present art groups and display an exhibition of young artists from Petrozavodsk. 

Petrozavodsk days in La Rochelle took place in the framework of traditional trade and economic fair Foire Expo, August 30 – September 10, 2007. Over 70 000 visitors had a chance to get information about Karelian and Petrozavodsk enterprises, taste Russian and Karelian cuisine, participate in master-classes on arts and crafts. 

Petrozavodsk City Administration will continue work on developing international contacts, considering internal needs of Petrozavodsk development and interests of foreign partners. Conditions for learning other cultures, best practices and achievements of our partners will be further promoted for the benefit of Petrozavodsk inhabitants.

***********************************************************************************







PAGE  
1
Petrozavodsk City Administration

http://petrozavodsk-mo.ru
erd@petrozavodsk-mo.ru
+7 8142 71 33 75

