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July, 2009
In the Newsletter:

New mayor 
1
City Day Celebrations
1
News in brief:
2
July, 7 Special Mayoral elections took place in Petrozavodsk on July, 5th with 7 candidates competing.

Nikolay Levin (“United Russia”) has become a new Mayor of Petrozavodsk with 58,87% of voters’ support. Solemn inauguration took place on 9th of July in the City Hall.
Coming up: 

Petrozavodsk, September 28-30 2009 
International seminar “Issues of school management” http://www.petrozavodsk-mo.ru/eng/people/events/ne.htm?id=10227566@cmsArticle 
Petrozavodsk, September 30 – October 3 2009
VIII International folk music festival “Kantele-2009”   http://www.petrozavodsk-mo.ru/eng/people/events/ne.htm?id=10226506@cmsArticle 
Petrozavodsk, November 25-26 2009

5th International Conference “International Relations of Municipalities”. 
June, 27 was the City Day. Program of the Day was quite diverse ranging from concerts, street performances to contests and exhibitions of photographers and retro cars. 

The main attraction was action “Illusions of Old Town” in historical part of Petrozavodsk. The action was full of symbols and the images of urban culture of XIX – XX centuries. The old-time scenery, signs and guideboards, as well as people and recognizable scenes of life were recreated. Citizens got a chance to photo old provincial townspeople, merchants and handicraftsmen in the streets and visit traditional petty-bourgeois apartment. 
In the evening famous Belarussian group “Pesnyary”, local jazz-musicians and rock-group “Back in town” from Tuebingen played for Petrozavodsk audience.
Delegations from Duluth (the USA), Alytus (Lithuania), Narva (Estonia) and Stadtwerke directors from Tuebingen (Germany) participated in the celebrations. All participants were offered the cultural program, including Petrozavodsk sightseeing, visits to the National Theatre, City Exhibition Hall and Kizhi Open-air Museum. 
News in brief:
June, 11 Representatives of the German-Russian Forum Club met with specialists of Petrozavodsk City Administration. During the meeting presentations about different aspects of the city development were presented for the guests.

June, 8 was the Day of the Republic of  Karelia. Key event was opening of the State Musical Theater of the Republic of Karelia after major overhaul. The ceremony of awarding of the Honorable Citizens of Karelia and the premiums of the Head of the Republic “Sampo” in the field of literature, fine arts, theatre and music took place on the theatre’s new stage.
June, 3 Round-table “Prospects of cooperation between Finnish regional development Agencies and Petrozavodsk development Agency” was held in City Hall within the project “Petrozavodsk - Joensuu: cities on the move”. Representatives from Joensuu, Kitee and North Karelia region discussed cross-border projects in the sphere of economics with officials and specialists from Petrozavodsk authorities and organizations.

May, 26-28 dr.J.Puumalainen, director of Culture and International Relations of Joensuu (Finland) visited Petrozavodsk. During three days she met with representatives of different cultural institutions in Petrozavodsk and discussed perspectives of cooperation in the field. 

May, 24-28 International theatre festival “Modern Theatre of Finland” was organized on the stage of National Theatre of the Republic of Karelia. Key organizers were the Union of stage directors of Finland and National Theatre of Karelia. In the framework of the festival performances about modern Finnish plays and lively discussion of new Finnish dramatic art took place at the seminars, round-tables and meetings. Performances of the theatres from Kotka, Lappeenranta, Tampere and Helsinki attracted Petrozavodsk audience.
From May 11 to June 22 the Main Hall of Karelian State Philharmonic Society hosts concerts of the V International art festival “Midnight Sun of Karelia”. Famous musicians from Russia and all over the world: conductors Saulus Sondetskis and Vladimir Spivakov, Alexander Skulskij, Dora Schwarzberg (violin, Austria), Jorge Bosso, Makvala Kasrashvili performed on Petrozavodsk stage. Play “Nutcracker” was shown for children on the occasion of International Children Day by Saint-Petersburg Children classic ballet. In the framework of the festival famous Portuguese singer Lura gave concert for Petrozavodsk audience. 
April, 24-26 IV International Youth Music and Theater Festival “Golden keys” took place in Petrozavodsk. Youth theatrical collectives from Petrozavodsk, Karelia, Saint Petersburg, Murmansk, Norway took part in the festival. 2-day creative marathon included over 10 performances on the stage of the National Theater of the Republic of Karelia. Additionally, the seminar «Role of art. Children theater pedagogy» gathered specialists, producers and composers, discussing technologies in education of personality and new trends of work. 
April, 23-25 III International seminar “Style and ecology in landscape design” took place in Petrozavodsk. The organizers of the seminar were Petrozavodsk City Administration and Eco-Technology Agency “Equator”. Traditionally the city Landscape contest starts after the seminar.   
April, 21 International Twinning Day was commemorated in Petrozavodsk by paintings’ exhibition and a concert. See details at 

http://portal.petrozavodsk-mo.ru/eng/people/events/ne.htm?id=10227957@cmsArticle. 

April, 16 A project was approved on building sports and business complex in the center of the city. Complex includes aqua park, skating rink, sports hall, volleyball and tennis courts and skating park outside. Project provides for building parking area for 600 cars, leisure area with bars, restaurants and cafes, and business area for offices and hotel. Total cost of the project accounts for 4 billion rubles. The draft designs of the complex were approved by the Commission on architecture and arts at Petrozavodsk City Administration.

April, 15 Project on construction of trade and entertainment center in Petrozavodsk was discussed at the City Hall. The project was submitted by the «Maksi» group from Vologda, one of the largest enterprises in the North-West Russia, leader of food wholesale in Vologda region. At the moment the process is underway on selecting contracting organizations, processing project documentation and issuing construction permission. Construction works are planned for the end of this year. 

April, 10  Traditional city contest “Teacher-2009” took place in Youth Palace of Petrozavodsk. Contest is aimed at discovering talented teachers, contributing to dissemination of their successful experience, stimulates professional growth and increases prestige of the profession. Contest participants conducted open lessons, extracurricular activities, presented master-classes and innovative projects. 
April, 6 Presentation of the new version of the portal «Investment passport of Petrozavodsk» took place in the City Hall. Pages are from now on available at http://www.ptzinvest.ru The portal is intended for investors, wishing to implement projects in the territory of Petrozavodsk, leaders of enterprises and credit organizations. Pages provide general information about Petrozavodsk, its economic development and financial situation, as well as details about investment objects, legislative acts etc.  
March, 22 Traditional tournament «Onego Сup – 2009» in winter kiting for the Mayor’s prize was completed. Sportsmen presented nine cities of Russia (Saint Petersburg, Moscow, Murmansk, Samara etc.) and competed in the followings disciplines: - course race, marathon and freestyle. 
March, 20 Consul General of Norway in Saint Petersburg, Mr. Rune Osheim, visited Petrozavodsk for acquainting with social and economic development of Petrozavodsk and official policy in the field of culture and external relations.
March, 19 International conference, organized by the Ecology Department summed up the Russian-British project “Youth Participation in Civic Initiatives in Russia — Steps to a Sustainable Future” The international project had been implemented since August 2007 in several Russian cities: Saint- Petersburg, Novokuznetsk, Petrozavodsk and included environmental actions, seminars, trainings, contests. Project’s main partners were Council of the Field Teaching (Great Britain), information ecological agency InEkA (Novokuznetsk) and non-governmental organization «OSEKO» (Saint Petersburg). The project was supported by the European Union in the framework of the program “IBPP Civil Society and Local Initiatives”.

March, 11-14 Petrozavodsk City Administration jointly with Joensuu and Jyväskylä Regional Development Agencies (Finland) organized business visit for Petrozavodsk companies to Finland in the framework of the project «Petrozavodsk - Joensuu: cities on the move». The purpose of the visit was to present opportunities for business development in Petrozavodsk and organize bilateral meetings between Petrozavodsk, Joensuu and Jyväskylä enterprises. Petrozavodsk was represented by public organizations, confectioneries, metal producers, pellets producers, tourism and recruitment companies. 
March, 10 IT-park was opened in Petrozavodsk in order to promote hi-tech products in Nordic countries and the Russian Federation. IT-park works in three directions: ICT, microelectronics and training. For more information see http://itpark.karelia.ru/b_eng_about.htm
March, 3 Acting Mayor of Petrozavodsk Anatoly Buldakov met with the delegation of US Consulate General in St. Petersburg, headed by Consul General Mrs. Sheila Gwaltney, discussing prospects of cooperation.   
February 27-28 seminar “New brands of Petrozavodsk” took place in recreation center Urozero nearby Petrozavodsk. Seminar gathered experts in economic development, tourism, cultural management, as well as speakers from Moscow Institute of Urban Economics and Association of specialists for territorial economic development from St. Petersburg. Result of the brainstorm came in the form of practical recommendations on the most promising growing points for Petrozavodsk.

February, 17 Information and training seminar “How to start business in Finland” was offered for Petrozavodsk entrepreneurs by a Finnish expert Eija Lampio. 

February, 6 exhibition of Estonian artists was opened in the City exhibition hall in the framework of international winter festival «Hyperborea». Exhibition presented paintings, graphics and decorative-applied arts from Narva, Estonia. 
February, 4 Specialists of Petrozavodsk City Administration and municipal enterprise «Avtospetstrans» met representatives of the Nordic environment finance corporation (NEFCO), discussing implementation of project on waste management and improvement of environmental situation in the capital of Karelia. The investment project provides for construction of line on processing bulky waste, reconstruction of existing landfill, purchase of new trucks and containers, improvement of the road to the landfill.
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