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June, 2006
March, 14-17 Chief architect of the Joensuu city (Finland) with his colleague visited Petrozavodsk with the purpose of meeting architects and relevant experts in the field of spatial planning and urban design. Issues of possible cooperation between the cities of Petrozavodsk and Joensuu as well as cities’ construction trends were under discussion. 
April, 24-25 a joint Russian-Polish seminar “Road maintenance in winter” took place in the City Hall. Event was attended by the representatives of the directorate of municipal facilities of Petrozavodsk, managers of the Polish company “Dome Russia”, representatives of “Moscow-Minsk” federal highway. Polish experience in using the salt technology for roads maintenance in winter conditions was presented, environmental, technical and economical aspects of the technologies were discussed. As a result of the meetings, Polish experts expressed their willingness to elaborate a business plan for introducing this technologies in Petrozavodsk. 
April, 18th a preliminary hearings of the first draft of the new General plan of Petrozavodsk with an estimated term of the territory development until 2025 and first stage of urban construction until 2015 was discussed. New General plan for Petrozavodsk is elaborated by the Urban Institute (St. Petersburg). Work is expected to be completed by March 2007.  
May, 6th works on reconstruction of the water treatment unit were launched in Petrozavodsk. City project “Clear water”, which started back in 1991, was suspended due to lack of financing. In 2006 “Clear water” started off for a continuation in a form of a joint project of the Republic of Karelia, City of Petrozavodsk and JSC “Petrozavodsk Communal Systems”. Project is planned for three years, with the total cost of  360 ml rubles. This year it is planned to invest in the project app 90 ml rubles. 
May, 11th a delegation of the Consulate General of Great Britain visited Petrozavodsk in relation with the start of the program “Zerocarbon City”, sponsored by the British Council. In the framework of the program, which covered the period of May, 11th – June, 2nd, a thematic photo exhibition was held, open discussions on the issues of climate change took place with participation of visiting British and Russian experts, seminars for the teachers, films demonstration were organized with a main purpose of attracting public attention to the global problem of climate change. 
May, 18th. Representatives of «Polar» company announced a project on starting up a production of case-parts for household appliances “Polar”. Capacity of the planned production would be 1400 items per shift (8 hours). Staff of the new enterprise will consist of 42 workers, local residents. Planned amount of investments – 30 ml rubles. 
May, 22nd. Oleg Leksunov, Vice mayor for health care, ecology and social protection announced Petrozavodsk joining international non-governmental organization “European Cities Against Drugs” (ECAD). ECAD membership is open for all European cities. Participation in ECAD is regarded by the City Administration as a channel for developing international cooperation in the sphere of social work on preventing drugs abuse, ECAD membership will allow relevant authorities of the city take part in the joint Russian-Swedish projects, search for partners, receive consultancy assistance for  the city target programs in the field of drug abuse work. 
May, 21-28 a group of young invalids, accompanied by their parents and social pedagogues stayed with a visit in La Rochelle, France. The visit was organized with the support of activists of “Droujba” association (La Rochelle). The program of the stay included visits to centers working with young invalids, enterprises employing disabled people, as well as sightseeing of the cultural sites of southern France. 
May, 23-25 a 4th municipal conference in the field of ICT “E-Petrozavodsk” took place. Representatives of state authorities and municipalities, scientists, private entrepreneurs working in IT sphere, as well as experts from Joensuu (Finalnd), from Potsdam University and Lüdwigslust county (Germany) took part in the conference. Russian cities were represented by visitors from Moscow, St. Petersburg, Saratov, Nizhny Novgorod, Veliky Novgorod, Tikhvin, Murmansk, etc. 
June, 1st, on the International Children’s Protection Day, a new playground for disabled children was opened at the territory of rehabilitation center for disabled children “Rodnik” (Springs). The playground was constructed in the framework of an Agreement, concluded by the cities of Duluth (USA) and Petrozavodsk in May 2005. Citizens of Duluth raised money for paying the playground equipment, whereas land development and playground installation works were paid by Petrozavodsk City. 
June, 1st. A branch of the Federal Eye Micro-Surgery Clinic named after academician Svyatoslav Fedorov, is planned to be opened in Petrozavodsk. Today Fedorov’s Clinic is the largest  ophthalmologic center in Russia, offering treatment for patients from 35 countries of the world.  According to the estimations, an annual demand for eye micro-surgery for Karelian residents has reached 4 000, mostly for pensioners and elderly citizens. Petrozavodsk City Administration is eager to allocate premises for hosting the Clinic’s branch and the Clinic will provide all the necessary equipment. 
 

June, 7-9 in the framework of information and cultural project “Cruise of Friendship”, an international conference “Petrozavodsk today and tomorrow. Contemporary approaches to urban development” took place in Petrozavodsk. Details see below. 
Delegation from the Lithuanian city of Alytus took part in Petrozavodsk City Day celebrations on June, 22-24. Apart from participating in the festive activities, representatives from Alytus visited lyceum #40, took acquaintance with the members of the newly established Lithuanian national and cultural Diaspora of Petrozavodsk. 
Information and cultural project “Cruise of Friendship” became a result of a joint work carried out by “West-East” Society of Baden-Würtemberg federal land (Germany) and Petrozavodsk City Administration. 
Having departed from St. Petersburg on June, 5th cruise ship “Veliky Novgorod” followed the route St. Petersburg – Lodeynoye Pole – Kizhi island – Petrozavodsk – St. Petersburg (June, 10th). Cruise ship gathered participants from few European countries (Germany, France, Switzerland), representing also the sister-cities Tübingen and La Rochelle. The travelers of the cruise could be roughly divided into two groups – tourists, common residents of the cities, wishing to see some of the famous Karelian sights, as well as experts and specialists in the fields of city planning, construction, social protection. While sailing from Petersburg to Petrozavodsk, specialists carried out presentations and discussions on the contemporary city construction policies and strategic development, whereas on the way from Petrozavodsk to St. Petersburg the issues of social care and youth work were on agenda.    
Experts and specialist were also offered a good opportunity to meet and communicate to a wider amount of colleagues: June, 7-9, in the Cruise event’s framework, an international conference “Petrozavodsk today and tomorrow: contemporary approaches to urban development” was organized by Petrozavodsk City Administration together with the Karelian Research Center of the Russian Academy of Science. 
June, 7th at the conference’s section “Social service on both sides of the border” colleagues from Tübingen, headed by Mrs. Uta Schwartz-Österreicher, chairman of the committee on social protection, education and youth matters, gave presentations on the methods of social work, applied in Tübingen for elderly citizens, young people and drug addicts. June, 8th was the day of discussions between specialist in strategic planning, international relations, June, 9th the last section – spatial planning and city construction policies, concluded the work of the conference. 
The main purpose, set forth by the conference’s organizers was to provide opportunities for a direct exchange and discussions for professionals and experts form Petrozavodsk and its partner cities, as well as draw attention to additional opportunities, which may be used in the process of the city development by virtue of unique historical, geological and natural conditions. 
As these issues arose much interest and attention from the participants, City Administration plans to continue discussions in the fields of strategic planning, international relations, territorial development in the future. We are open for any ideas for possible cooperation in this area. 
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