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December, 2006
October, 9. Victor Maslyakov retained his post as a Mayor of Petrozavodsk with 36,45% of voters’ support. Mayoral elections took place in Petrozavodsk on October, 8th with almost 10 candidates competing. 

September, 1. Petrozavodsk citizens take an active part in the process of discussing the General construction plan of Petrozavodsk until 2025. Among proposals, put forward by the citizens there are construction of new supermarkets in the city area, construction of new sport facilities; citizens would like to see new parks, bike tracks, skateboard tracks and swimming pools. The ideas of moving the public water supply inlet deeper to the Onega lake, as well as plans on constructing new roads in the city center which would allow to discharge the central streets are also widely supported by the citizens. The General construction plan is designed by the Institute of Urban studies of St. Petersburg, finalization of the work is planned for 2007. 
September, 5 Consul General of Greece in St. Petersburg Mr. Dimitrios Letsios met with Petrozavodsk Mayor Viktor Maslyakov, discussing development of contacts with Greece and perspective areas for further cooperation. 
September, 8 a regular session of the Union of the Central and North West Russian Cities  took place in Petrozavodsk. Leaders of 17 cities, as well as representatives of the State Duma, Ministry of Education and Science of RF took part in the event, discussing the implementation of the national project “Education”. 
September, 15 a new trolleybus route was officially launched, connecting the city center to the district Drevlyanka. This project commenced 2001, the new line will be served by 24 vehicles. 
September, 23 – October, 1  Czech Culture days took place in Petrozavodsk, supported by the Czech Center in Moscow and Petrozavodsk City Administration. Chanson and clown performances, as well as photo exhibition «I don`t wanna talk» took place in one of Petrozavodsk musical schools, as well as Czech films and cartoons were demonstrated in the cinema theatre “Pobeda”. 

October, 10 a first stage of reconstruction was completed at the “Yunost’” stadium in Petrozavodsk. Built back in early 20th century, the stadium never had any major repairs until this year. Now the stadium offers basketball, beach volleyball facilities, football field with artificial grass. 
October, 5. Eight Petrozavodsk schools opened dental offices equipped with modern dental machinery. Altogether 14 secondary high schools offer now dental treatment to the children.  
October, 6. Traditional agricultural fair was working in Petrozavodsk during 10 days in October, Over 100 agricultural companies presented their products for Petrozavodsk citizens at considerably lower prices. The proposal included vegetables, fruits, meat, honey, plantlets, fur, etc.   

October, 24. First results of the e-queue for the patients of the City Polyclinic #2 were discussed at the planning session at the City Hall. E-queue for the patients of the health care institutions is being introduced in the framework of E-Petrozavodsk federal program, running for over three years.  The new system allows the patients of the Polyclinic 2 to independently schedule the appointment with the doctors, shorten the waiting time. During the year 2007 the required software will be installed in all of the city’s polyclinics, with the next step being setting up of an all patients’ database. 
October, 26. Consul General of Hungary in St. Petersburg Mr. Ferenc Ratkai visited Petrozavodsk, accompanied by the Consul on economic affairs Mr. Istvan Cozik. Discussions on the perspectives of bilateral cooperation took place in the City Hall. 
October, 26-29 a week of German films took place in Petrozavodsk, organized jointly by Petrozavodsk City Administration, Goethe Institute in St. Petersburg and German cultural center in Petrozavodsk. 
October, 27-29 official delegation of the sister-city Umeå visited Petrozavodsk taking part in the celebrations of the 30 years anniversary of twinning relations, a seminar “For a more childish society” and an International Blue Highway Congress. Anniversary celebrations program included signing of the renewed Agreement on cooperation between the two cities, as well as presentation of the recently published book “Petrozavodsk – Umeå: 30 years of cooperation”. 

During October – December a family physician Dr. Lee Cohen is working in Petrozavodsk polyclinics as a volunteer in the framework of medical exchanges with the sister-city Duluth. Cities are planning to continue the exchange programs also next year, focusing on the family medicine.  

November, 9 Isku furniture and interior design company (Finland) held a presentation in Petrozavodsk City Hall. Representatives of design institutes and architect bureaus attended the event. 

November, 15, Dr. Jorg Bohze, chair of the East-West association from sister-city Tübingen, was given the freedom of the city of Petrozavodsk. The title of an honored citizen was granted to Dr. Bohze on the basis of his longstanding work on developing German contacts in Petrozavodsk, as well as promoting Petrozavodsk, it’s culture and citizens in Germany. At the same week, November, 13-17, Tübingen days in Petrozavodsk were organized, consisting of exhibition, young film makers’ presentations, as well as literary discussions. 
As it has become traditional, an international Tolerance day in Petrozavodsk – November, 16 - was marked by the Round table and discussions on the culture of tolerance in the contemporary society. This time an expert from Joensuu (Finland) participated in the discussion with the presentation on the language identity of the Russian students in Finland. 

November, 22 Consul General of Estonia Mr. Lauri Bambus visited Petrozavodsk, meeting with the leadership of the Republic of Karelia, Petrozavodsk City,  as well as representatives of the national Estonian Society. 

November, 22-23 Days of Petrozavodsk took place in the Kirovsky District of St. Petersburg. Kirovsky district, with a population of about 300 000 inhabitants is a partner district of Petrozavodsk city in St. Petersburg. Petrozavodsk presented its most perspective plans and ideas, as well as a rich cultural program. 

November, 28 a stone foundation ceremony of the new chain supermarket “Lenta” took place in Petrozavodsk. According to the plans, a branch of St. Petersburg chain – “Lenta” – will open the doors to Petrozavodsk citizens already next year. 

November, 30 Consul General of the Republic of Korea in St. Petersburg Mr. Choi Jae-keun together with the representatives of the recently opened Consulate General visited Petrozavodsk and met with first vice-mayor Mr. Anatoly Buldakov. 

Telemedicine in Petrozavodsk 

Development of telemedicine in Russia has gained a significant speed over the past years. Still, the problem of accessibility and availability of high quality medical help is one of the most urgent ones. A solution to this could be establishment of a telemedicine network, allowing to connect the local medical institutions to the biggest national medical research centers and advanced clinics. 
Three years ago Petrozavodsk joined national federal target program “e-Russia”, with a sub-program e-Petrozavodsk. IT for the health care system is one of the substantial components of the big e-Petrozavodsk project. In May 2006 an Agreement was signed between Petrozavodsk City Administration and Austrian charity fund for health care development the result of which was granting to the city of Petrozavodsk 6 modern ultra-sound scanner units.  New equipment was installed at the city Emergency hospital, maternity clinic, children’s hospital and city polyclinics. Scanners allow to save the medical examination data and transmit it for consulting to the leading medical centers of Moscow and St.Petersburg via the cable data transfer channels. 

In addition to this, three PACS systems (Picture Archiving and Communication System) were purchased for the Emergency hospital, maternity hospital and one of the city polyclinics with the purpose of conducting distant medical consultations. The first tele-consultations have already taken place in Petrozavodsk this year. 

Special importance of telemedicine for Russia is determined by a possibility to receive a qualified consultation avoiding the long and expensive journeys. At the first stage Petrozavodsk doctors cooperate with the specialists of the Baltic Telemedicine Center of the St. Petersburg scientific and research emergency hospital institute named after I.I. Dhanelidze. Colleagues from St. Petersburg provide consulting on all the fields of Institute’s activity: concomitant  injury, toxicology, thermal injuries, vascular pathology, emergency cardiology, brain surgery, anesthesiology, gynecology, etc.  In the future distant consultations will be made available from other medical institutions of St. Petersburg and abroad. 

Another aspect of promoting IT in the health care services is represented by the work on introducing in the city e-information and reference network for medical and social services. The system is currently in the process of elaboration (first steps have already been made – e-queue for the patients now available in one of the polyclinics). Apart from the national e-Russia program, the work on introducing IT into public services is facilitated also by participation of Petrozavodsk City Administration in the Interreg III B project – A.S.A.P. –  Efficient administrative structures as a prerequisite for successful social and economic development of rural areas in demographic transition (see details at www.asap-bsr.eu). 

ANNOUNCEMENT

Petrozavodsk City Administration would like to invite all interested partners for participation in the conference under a preliminary title “Contemporary city planning trends” – the event is planned to be held in Petrozavodsk autumn 2007. The conference’s program shall include the following aspects: 

- discussions on various themes 
- presentation of the new General plan of Petrozavodsk city, elaborated by the Institute of Urban studies of St. Petersburg 

- presentation of the new architectural objects of the city (in particular, by autumn 2007 a 4-star hotel complex “Onego-palace” located in Onega waterfront area shall be completed) 

City of Petrozavodsk is especially interested in the possibilities for architectural design of the waterfront area. The city is located on the shores of the lake Onega – second largest lake in Europe. Apart from the city harbor and embankment, which includes park area, recreational zone and a modern sculpture gallery, the city’s waterfront territory (app 13 km long) requires modernization. Therefore, the issues of development and design of the urban waterfront areas would be of specific interest. 

Another idea, which has been recently brought up with the architectural community in Petrozavodsk is the reconstruction of the old Kirov square (often referred to as the Theatres square). Next year a contest will be announced on the best architectural solution. Results of the contest could also become a subject for discussion at the conference.
The conference is considered as a good opportunity for the architects and experts of urban design to meet and exchange information on the newest trends and developments in the area. If you are interested in participation, please feel free to contact us with your ideas. 
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